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September 2019
Writing:  For the month of September, we will be getting comfortable with the Workshop Model for writing.  We will be working on the purpose for writing:  Narrative (to entertain), Expository (to inform) and Persuasive (to persuade).  We will also review writing proper sentence structure and the different types of sentences: statements, commands, questions, exclamations, simple, compound, and complex sentences.
Math:  For September, we will work on Topic 1 and Topic 2. 
Topic 1, Meaning of Multiplication: Students will study three interpretations of multiplication.  They include multiplication as repeated addition, array, and comparison.

Repeated Addition



4 x 3           4 groups of 3         3 + 3 + 3 + 3

Array




                  4 x 3        4 rows of 3 
A Comparison Situation

Janette has 3 marbles.

Karl has 4 times as many.

How many marbles does Karl have?
Topic 2, Multiplication Facts: Use Patterns: Two strategies that are helpful in learning basic multiplication facts are: use patterns and use known facts.  The lessons in topic 5 highlight the patterns strategy, developing it as the primary approach to learning the 0s, 1s, 2s, 5s 9s and 10s facts.  Topic 6 highlights the known-facts strategy.
During this topic the focus will be on the factors of 0s, 1s, 2s, 5s, 9, and 10.
Reading:  To start the year we are working on increasing our reading stamina, the ability to read steadily for a period of time.  Our goal is to be able to read for a stead 25 to 30 minutes straight.  We will also be working on our first reading unit focuses on the following:
· Asking and answering questions, referring explicitly to text

· Understanding character traits, motivations, or feelings and determine how those actions contribute to the sequence of events

· Determine meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, distinguish literal from nonliteral language

· Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in the story

· Compare/contrast Themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author.

· Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic

Content Area:  Throughout the month of September, we will be studying weather.  Students will learn all about meteorology including: weather, weather instruments: barometers, wind vanes, rain gauges, Anemometer, thermometer, types of clouds, and severe weather!
Other Information: 
I am looking for someone to be my room parent.  Their responsibility would be to coordinating the 4 classroom parties: Autumn Party, Christmas/Winter Holiday Party, Valentine Day and End of the Year Party.  I will contact you with the important information about the party and you’ll have to coordinate the details such as who is bringing in what items.  I have all of the contact information that I will pass along to whoever volunteers.  Please let me know if this is something you would like to do.
Other important Dates:  

· Open House is September 19th at 6:00 to 7:00.  I look forward to meeting you all!
